OUR FUTURE HOPES OF STAFFORDSHIRE – A GUIDE FOR TEACHERS.
What is it?
Created in 2020, the OUR FUTURE HOPES film was created using a diverse range of voices
from people living and working in Staffordshire. A group of young activists created an online
call out asking people in Staffordshire their future hopes. The film contains some of what
they said. This is good resource to share with young people as a starting point for a wide
range of issues relating to diversity, aspirations and activism.

Age Group.
This resource is appropriate for KS2, KS3 and KS4.

Classroom set-up.
Pupils can work individually or in groups of three or four to encourage discussion.

Lesson Plan Ideas.
Starter Activities.
v Before the showing the film explain the context of the film, and explain that it was
made by young people in Staffordshire, but features the voices of a wide range of
young people. Agree safe space rules.
v Show the short film. It is 5 minutes long.
It can be accessed on the Partners in Creative Learning YouTube
https://youtu.be/8l_hgoyBQCc
or https://vimeo.com/457935694/73ff56ce02

v Key Questions to ask following the film (You may use PUPIL SHEET A to discuss it)
1. What are the key changes that people in Staffordshire hope to see in their community?
2. Are there any points that you agree with or feel passionate about?
3. What are your future hopes for Staffordshire?
(If you do not live in Staffordshire, what are your future hopes for your city)
3. What can you do to make these changes happen?
v Key things to discuss- Protected Characteristics.
The young activists who created this video looked at the official protected characteristics as
stated in the Equality and Human Rights Commission for the UK and Equality Act 2010. The
protected characteristics are age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief,
sex, sexual orientation, marriage and civil partnership and pregnancy and maternity.
-Do pupils know any of the protected characteristics?
-Are there any protected characteristics that surprised them?
-How can equality be shown in your school. Think about the protected characteristics.

Wordsworth to Adetola - TEACHERS GUIDE. Pupils to use PUPIL SHEET B.
Look at the beginning of the film.
Ask. What are the first two thinks you think of when you think of a poet?
Can you name any poets? How many writers and poets do you know?

This film features a poem written by a young, black, female Staffordshire poet called
Charmaine Adetola. Watch and listen to her full poem in the clip here:
https://vimeo.com/andersonjwest/download/461159839/f376a93a53

Read and discuss her poem.

Day Seven – Things Were Better Today

I sat outside today, soaking up the sun,
surrounded by butterflies and bird song.
The air was clear and filled my lungs, and
there was not a cloud in the sky.

I sat outside today and heard laughter, heard
the gentle sound of guitar strings and was
reminded what it feels like to be happy.

I sat outside today, and it was peaceful
Not a breeze in the air, not a plane in the sky,
Not a car driving by,
such beauty in this stillness.

I sat outside today, and I will likely do the same
tomorrow
Just to feel this juxtaposition of being alone
But oh so connected to the world.

Charmaine Adetola, 25th March 2020.

Discussion
This poem was written just before the global lockdown of 2020.
1. What is your favourite line of the poem? Why?
2. Do you have questions about the structure of the poem?
3. Juxtaposition occurs when two things are placed side by side for comparison, often to
highlight the contrast between the elements. The simplest example would be the yin-yang
symbol. The black and white elements stand in contrast to one another - positive and
negative - but also complement. Poets often use this idea in their writing. Can you think of
examples of the juxtaposition of being young but old, happy but sad, alone, but connected.

Poetry Tasks
This poem is written on Day Seven.
1. Write a poem called ‘Day 5’ that explores a day before the lockdown of March 2020,
or write a poem called ‘Day 10’ about something that happened during lockdown.
2. Think of a specific day in your life. List all the important moments and any sensory
detail. Write a poem that uses the repeated line I sat outside today. Use all the
senses in your poem.
3. Write a poem that explores your future hopes for Staffordshire.
You may choose to use poetic devises such as repetition, alliteration, images in
three, the five senses or similes.
Leave time for young people to edit their work. Talk about the importance of redrafting
and editing work for poets.
Share poems and ask pupils to share anything they learned or enjoyed from the session.

PUPIL SHEET A – Watch the film – OUR FUTURE HOPES. It is 5 minutes long.
It can be accessed on the Partners in Creative Learning YouTube
https://youtu.be/8l_hgoyBQCc or https://vimeo.com/457935694/73ff56ce02

1. What are the key changes that people in Staffordshire hope to see in their community?
2. Are there any points that you agree with or feel passionate about?
3. What are your future hopes for Staffordshire?

Wordsworth to Adetola
PUPIL SHEET B – Watch the short clip which features a poem written by a young, black,
female Staffordshire poet called Charmaine Adetola. Watch and listen to her full poem
here https://vimeo.com/andersonjwest/download/461159839/f376a93a53
Read and discuss her poem.

Day Seven – Things Were Better Today

I sat outside today, soaking up the sun,
surrounded by butterflies and bird song.
The air was clear and filled my lungs, and
there was not a cloud in the sky.

I sat outside today and heard laughter, heard
the gentle sound of guitar strings and was
reminded what it feels like to be happy.

I sat outside today, and it was peaceful
Not a breeze in the air, not a plane in the sky,
Not a car driving by,
such beauty in this stillness.

I sat outside today, and I will likely do the same
tomorrow
Just to feel this juxtaposition of being alone
But oh so connected to the world.

Charmaine Adetola, 25th March 2020.

